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Canadian Black History
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¢ Black Futures - Agamograph 5-38
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e Oscar Peterson - Puppet 22 - 26
¢ Viola Desmond - Graphic Story 31 -33

Learning Standards

Learning Standards describe what students should know, be able to do, and understand by the end of each
grade. Learning standards frame the important competencies/expectations and big ideas for each grade.
Lessons in this bundle address the following standards:

VISUAL ARTS

e Apply the creative process to produce works of art using the elements, principles and techniques of
visual arts to communicate feelings, ideas, and understandings.

e Use the critical analysis process to describe, interpret and respond to works of art.

LANGUAGE ARTS

Listen to understand and respond appropriately.

Use speaking skills and strategies appropriately to communicate.

Read and demonstrate an understanding of texts including media texts.
Write for an intended purpose.

SOCIAL STUDIES
¢ Develop an understanding of cultural and national identities and how they contribute to Canadian heritage.
¢ Develop a sense of personal identity.

MATHEMATICS

e Use spatial reasoning to construct shapes and objects I *i @ Educitisn



Looking at Art
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Why is Black history important?

Learning about Black Canadian history helps us understand our country better, teaches us to be fair and kind,
and shows us how anyone can make a difference.

Black Canadians have always been a part of Canada's history. By learning their stories, we get a better picture
of how our country grew and changed. People come from different backgrounds, and learning about Black
Canadian history helps us appreciate and respect those differences. It shows us that everyone brings something
special to our country. Many Black Canadians worked hard to make things fairer for everyone. When we learn
about their struggles, we understand why it's important to stand up for what's right and treat everyone equally.
Stories about Black Canadians, like Viola Desmond and Lincoln Alexander, show us that anyone can make a
difference. Their bravery can inspire others to be leaders and stand up for fairness and kindness. By understanding
the challenges some people faced in the past, we learn to be kinder and more understanding today. It helps us
make sure everyone feels welcome and treated fairly. Black Canadians have done amazing things in music,
art, sports, and more. Learning about these achievements helps us celebrate the awesome things people have
done to shape our world.
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Canadian Black Futures

Did you know that Black people in Canada have faced injustice for over 400 years dating back
to the early 1600s? Black Futures builds on the long history of Black people fighting for their
rights, from ending slavery to demanding civil rights and equality. Black Futures began as part
of the efforts to continue that fight for justice. Black leaders, activists, and communities came
together to make sure the future would be brighter for Black people. They created programs that
acknowledge the past while focusing on how to move forward in the future.

Black Futures draws attention to all the amazing things Black people are doing today and will
do in the future. The movement focuses a lot on helping young people, giving them tools like
good education, leadership programs, and community support so they can shape their futures
and become leaders. The Black Futures movement is about helping young Black Canadians
become whatever they want to be - like scientists, artists, teachers, or even inventors! It's about
making sure everyone has a chance to dream big, work hard, and achieve their goals.

Canada Black Futures also connects to the rich history of Black Canadians. By remembering
heroes like Viola Desmond, Oscar Peterson, and others, we can learn how they made the
country a better place and build on their work. Canada Black Futures is about honouring those
who came before us and helping future generations succeed.

This movement is about making sure all kids, no matter their skin color, have the same
chances to succeed in school, sports, arts, and more. It's important to make sure that everyone
feels included and supported. The future is bright because so many young Black Canadians are
already working hard to make a difference. The idea behind Canada Black Futures is to support
kids like you to be leaders one day!

View the video at CBC Kids - Black Futures to learn more.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1bBHsOsdNdw

Canadian Black Futures

Name: Date:

1. Who inspires you? Why?

2. Why do you think it's important for everyone to have the same
chances to do well?

3. What can we do to help others feel included?

4. What would you do if you were a leader?

5. What changes would you make to help others?
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Black Futures - Agamograph

Do you want to make something that is really cool? An agamograph is a type of artwork that shows two or more
images depending on the angle you view it from. Yaacov Agam is a famous artist from Israel who makes
colourful, interactive art that changes as you look at it from different angles. He’s known for creating art that
looks like it's moving, even though it's not! His unique style is called kinetic art — this means art that looks like it's
alive with motion. One of Yaacov Agam’s most famous ideas is the agamograph. This type of art shows different
images from different angles in one artwork. It's almost like a magic trick! He made these to show how our view
can change, depending on how we look at things. Making an agamograph is a great way to show how things
have changed for Black Canadians over the years. Give it a try! You can view some of Yaacov Agam'’s work at

Yaacov Agam - Amazing Art

ER[AI[ an agamograph that shows how a
Canadian Black history issue has changed
from the past to the present. Write an artist
statement describing your big ideq, your creative
process and your feelings about the work.

PR[S [ NI your agamograph in a group show. Share how you chose the two pictures you used
and why. Explain what you found the trickiest thing to do as you created it. Talk about how you
feel as you look at your work from different angles. Tell what you think makes your work stand out

and what you like best about it.

R[S POND to the your peer’s artwork. Share how you feel as you view the work. Comment on
how the two pictures flow into each other and the message it sends. Discuss the issue that is

represented in the agamograph and what it teaches you about choices you can make for your
own future.

(,0 N N [(I how making your agamograph links with other subjects and life skills. Think of the
mathematical skills you used to measure and divide the pictures to make them fit together.
Consider how making the agamograph challenged you to express your own creativity and
storytelling. Reflect on the patience and perseverance you needed to handle mistakes without
giving up. What did you learn from making your agamograph that you can use in other parts of
your life or schoolwork?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iD-d3uc7aC8

Black Futures - Agamograph

You will need:

* Crayola Marker & Watercolour Paper ¢ Crayola Scissors ¢ Water Confainers
e Crayola Watercolour Paints e Black Permanent Markers  Paper Towels

e Crayola Paint Brushes e Pencils & Erasers

e Crayola Washable Glue Sticks e Crayola Construction Paper

1. Research a Canadian Black history
issue to find out how it has
changed over t time, e.g., Black NHL.
2. Draw 2 pictures on 22.9 cm x 28 cm
Crayola Marker & Watercolour
paper.
3. One picture should represent the
past, the other should represent the
present.

1. You may want fo outline the drawings
with permanent black marker.

2. Paint the pictures with watercolours.

3. Use bold colours and simple
designs.

@ 1. Glue 2 pieces of Marker & Water

1 r colour paper together to make one
2.5 c¢m long piece 22.9 cm x 55.9 cm.

2. Measure and mark 2.5 cm spaces
along the top and bottom of the
length of the paper.

55 9 om 3. Connect the dots to divide the
paper into 22 sections.
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Black Futures - Agamograph

=

1. Accordion fold the paper (fan fold)

@ I | along the lines to create 22
| sections in total.

@ a Jaga plaralatalatal a 1. Measure and mark 2.5 cm spaces
Lz ;-l:';-?ﬁ L7l g }“JF i along the top and bottom of the
L . t_ b | = qﬁh length of the paper on the back of
o e I B 75 .ﬁ - Z50m each picture.

2. Divide the paper into 11 strips.

3. Label the strips on the ‘past’ picture
a-1,a-2,a-3toa-1l

4. Label the strips on the ‘present’ picture
b-1,b-2,b-3tob-11.

1. Cut the strips one at a time so you
don’t get mixed up.

2. Glue the strips to the folds in this
pattern:
e Glue strip a - 1 on the first fold.
e Glue strip b - 1 on the next fold.
e Continue alternating strips until
they are all are attached.

1. Once all the strips are glued, gently
stand up your accordion base.
Look at the artwork from left —
it should show the first picture.

Look at it from the right — it should
show the second picture.

2. Glue the agamograph to a piece of
construction paper to hold it in




Agamograph

e i s R

Name Date

YOUR BIG IDEA - Explain what your agamograph is about. Refer to your research and the things you learned
that influenced what you wanted to communicate in your artwork.

YOUR CREATIVE PROCESS - Explain how you created the agamograph and any challenges you faced.

YOUR FEELINGS - Describe how you feel about your artwork and why.




Africville - Nova Scotia

Africville was a community in Halifax, Nova

Scotia, where Black Canadians lived from the
early 1800s until the 1960s. It was a place where
people built homes, went to church, and supported
each other like a big family. The people of
Africville were descendants of Black Loyalists,
formerly enslaved people, and free Black settlers
who came to Canada looking for a better life.

The families in Africville worked hard and paid
taxes for services such as running water, paved
roads, and proper garbage collection. However,
the city didn’t provide them these services the the
way the did other neighbourhoods. Despite these challenges, Africville was a strong and close-knit community.
They built their own homes, had a school, and the Seaview United Baptist Church, which was the heart of the
community.

Instead of helping to improve the community, the city of Halifax let it fall into disrepair. Eventually, the government
decided to remove the people living in Africville so they could use the land for something else. They destroyed
the houses in the 1960s, claiming they would help the people relocate. The residents were forced to move, and
many were deeply hurt by the loss of their homes and community. Some were even moved in garbage trucks,
which showed disrespect for the people.

Today, Africville is remembered as a symbol of Black resilience and the fight against injustice in Canada. In 2010,
the government of Halifax apologized for what happened and created the Africville Museum on the site where
the community once stood. The Africville Museum is a place where people can learn about the history of the
community and honor the memory of the people who lived there.

Africville shows us that even when people are treated unfairly, they can remain strong and support each other.
The community’s story reminds us to stand up for what's right and to treat everyone with respect and kindness.
Africville is an important part of Canadian history, teaching us about the strength of Black Canadians and the
importance of fighting for fairness and justice.

View the following videos to learn more about Africville:
CBC Arts - Africville’s Destruction
Historica Canada - Africville

Image: Ross Dunn, CC BY-SA 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wczEvF9Lk8g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2SwNa0H4s0s&t=30s

Africville - Nova Scotia

Name Date

1. Have you ever had something you really loved taken away from you?

What was it, and how did it make you feel?

2. How do you think the people of Africville felt when their homes were taken away?

3. Why do you think it's important to remember Africville today?

4. How do you think the people of Africville felt when the city apologized to them? Why?

5. What can we do to make sure communities are treated fairly and equally?

10 J+J @ education



Africville — Scrolling a Story

Do you have stories that everyone in your family shares? Family stories
are special because they help us understand who we are, where we
come from, and how we're connected to the people we love. Sharing
these stories is like passing down treasures from one generation to the
next! The descendants of Africville have many family stories that help
them remember how their grandparents or parents grew up. They share
big events — some happy, some sad that they experienced. Family stories
keep traditions or customs that are important to their family alive. Telling
family stories help us feel proud of who we are and remind us that we're
part of something bigger — a family full of love, history, and memories!

(R[A”E a scrolling story about Africville. Research the history and important events of Africville.
Choose some events to highlight and create a story as if it is somebody’s “family story’. It should
have a solid beginning, interesting middle and satisfying end. Write the script for your story to be
shared along with the scrolling pictures.

PR[S [ NI your scrolling story to a small group of your peers. Prior to presenting the work, practise
reading the script aloud reading slowly and clearly. Stop at commas, periods, or question marks.
Change your voice — make it higher, lower, louder, or softer, depending on the character or scene.
Sound happy, sad, surprised, or scared to match the mood of the story. When you are ready tell
the story while scrolling the images.

R[S POND to the your peer’s story. Begin by saying something positive about the visual
impact of the story. Describe how you felt about the emotional tone of the story. Ask questions
to help you better understand the story. Offer constructive suggestions on how to make the
story telling even better. Share your favourite part of the story and explain why.

(0 N N [ET your storytelling to your personal experiences. Does the story you told remind you
of something you‘ve done or felt? What does the story mean to you? Think about how your story
affected the audience. What part of the story do you think affected them the most? What did you
see that made you say that? What did you learn by telling this story? Why do you think your story
was important to tell?

1 lil@_f!‘Edu:atinn



Africville — Scrolling a Story

You will need: e Crayola Washable Glue Sticks * Recycled Cereal Box - 1each
e Crayola Construction Paper ¢ Crayola Scissors e Recycled Paper Towel Rolls - 2 each
e Crayola Marker Paper e Crayola Fine Line Markers e Craft Sticks - 4 each

Pencils and Rulers

e Crayola Washable No-Run Glue e Crayola Crayons

1. Unfasten the ends of the cereal box and
flatten it.

2. Draw lines the width of a ruler along each
edge of the front of the box.

1. Place the end of a paper towel roll on top of a
small piece of Bristol board.

2. Draw a square that touches the edges of the
circle on the Bristol board.

3. Cut out the Bristol board square to use as a
fracer.

1. Place the tracer on the long side of the box
close to the end.

2. Trace around the square to mark where the
paper towel roll will go.

3. Repeat this process on each end of both long
sides of the box.

4. You should trace 4 squares altogether.

lil@Educatlun



Africville — Scrolling a Story

1. Carefully cut out all 4 squares and the large
rectangle.

1. Glue the box back together.

information about the city and it's people.

2. Think about what you will share in your story
about the place and what happened there.

3. Make a rough draft of your story and some
thumbnail sketches of your ideas.

4. Make sure your story has a strong

@ 1. Research Africville - Gather pictures and
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Africville — Scrolling a Story

14

A -

. Measure the width of the rectangle in your

box.

. Add 3 cm to this measurement. This will be

the width of the paper you use for your
drawings.

. Cut 3 pieces of width x 30.5 cm paper.
. Draw lines 2.5 cm in from each end of one

piece of the paper parallel to the short ends
of the paper. This is where you will put the
glue to attach the other 2 scenes.

. Use this paper for the (middle) scene.
. Do not colour in these end spaces.

. Draw 3 separate scenes - beginning,

middle, end of your story.

. Add details to your drawing to make sure the

scenes flow smoothly from one to the other.

. Outline them with a black fine line marker.
. Colour them with Crayola crayons.
. Apply glue to the spaces at each end of the

middle scene.

. Make sure you place the scenes in correct

order.

. Glue one end of the long drawing to one of

the paper towel rolls.

. Leave spaces of about 8 cm long at the top

and bottom of the roll.

. Glue the other end of the drawing to the

other paper towel roll.

. Gently turn one paper towel roll to wrap the

drawing around it.

'il @Educltlun



Africville — Scrolling a Story

e T S s T

1. Slip the rolled drawing into the box.

2. Feed the paper towel rolls through the holes
and line everything up.

3. Make sure the paper towel rolls fit snuggly in
the holes.

4. If the holes are too big, glue small pieces of
Bristol board to the sides of the box so they
touch the rolls.

5. Glue strips of construction paper onto the
front and sides of the box.

1. Poke 2 holes through the paper towel roll
opposite each other and close to the edge of
the box.

2. Insert a craft stick through the holes as shown.

3. Repeat for each end of both paper towel rolls.

4. The craft sticks will keep the rolls from slipping
up and down.

1. Hold the box in your right hand and slowly
turn the paper roll on the left clockwise to
view all the scenes.

2. Switch hands to rewind it.

3. Practise telling your story as you scroll the
pictures.

15 lil @Eduutiun



Oscar Peterson

Can you believe that Oscar Peterson loved practising so much that
sometimes he would play the piano for 12 hours a day! He
couldn’t get enough of it. He was called the ‘“Maharaja of the
Keyboard’ because he played the piano so well. (A maharajais a
Hindu prince of very high ranking.)

Oscar Peterson was a famous Canadian musician, born on

August 15, 1925, in Montreal, Quebec. He was one of the best jazz
pianists in the world. Jazz is a type of music that is full of energy, rhythm, and creativity, and Oscar played the
piano in a way that amazed people everywhere.

Oscar grew up in a family that loved music. His father, Daniel, encouraged all of his children to learn music.
Oscar started by playing the trumpet, but after he got sick, he switched to the piano. That turned out to be the
best decision! He was a natural and quickly became very good. By the time he was a teenager, Oscar was
already performing on the radio and in concerts. He became famous for how fast his fingers moved on the
piano and how beautiful his music sounded. People loved his talent, and soon he was playing in big cities like
New York and Paris.

Oscar won many awards during his life, including 8 Grammy Awards, which are like gold medals for music. He
also received the Order of Canada, one of the highest honours in the country, for being a great Canadian who
inspired so many people with his music.

Oscar Peterson passed away on December 23, 2007, but his music still lives on today. Many people still listen
to his recordings, and young musicians look up to him as a hero of jazz.

Learn more about Oscar Peterson at the following links:

Interview With Oscar Peterson - CBC
Oscar Peterson and Montreal’s Little Burgundy
Heritage Moment: Oscar Peterson

Image: Tom Marcello Webster, New York, USA, CC BY-SA 2.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0>, via Wikimedia Commons
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61dWklk5Luk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDeEHYDan9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cdXEhR9dd4

Oscar Peterson

Fill in the missing information.

1. Oscar Peterson was a

2. He sometimes practised the piano for

3. He was so good people called him the

4. A Maharajais a

5. Oscar switched to playing piano because he

6. When he was a teenager Oscar performed on

7. He was famous for how his fingers went.

8. Jazz is a type of music that is full of

9. Oscar won

10. He is still looked up to as

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

energy and rhythm fast got sick 8 Grammy awards
hero of jazz 12 hours a day : ¢ high ranking prince
famous Canadian jazz pianist Maharaja of the Keyboard

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

oooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

Name: Date:
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The Oscar Peterson Statue

There is a special statue of Oscar Peterson at the National Arts
Centre (NAC) in Ottawa, which celebrates his amazing contribution
to music and Canadian culture.

The bronze statue of Oscar Peterson was unveiled in 2010, three
years after he died. It shows him sitting at a piano, as if he’s playing
one of his famous jazz songs. The statue is located at the entrance
of the NAC, which is one of Canada’s most important places for
performances, including music, theater, and dance. Oscar is
shown smiling, capturing the joy and energy he brought to his
music.

The statue is not just a fribute to Oscar Peterson's incredible talent,

but also a way to inspire people who visit the National Arts Centre.
It reminds visitors of how important music and culture are to Canada. The statue also lets people connect with
Oscar in a special way — some even prefend to ‘play’ the piano next to him, making it a fun spot for photos. The
Oscar Peferson statue is a beautiful way to remember him and his incredible music. It shows how much he
meant o Canada and how his music will be celebrated for generations.

“Oscar Peterson emerged from
the Montréal working class
neighbourhood to become one
of the world’s greatest piano vir-
tuosos. His place in the
International jazz pantheon is
universally recognized.”

Top Image: Skeezix1000, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Commons

Bottom Image: Olfarto, CC BY-SA 3.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0>, via Wikimedia Com-
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The Oscar Peterson Statue
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Work with a partner. Before reading about the National War Memorial view the image of it. Read the story

after you answer the following questions:

1. What do you notice? Describe the details you notice that keep you looking at the whole thing. For example,

What is he doing? What is he wearing? How does his face look?

2. How does it make you feel? What do you see that makes you say that?
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3. Why do you think they put the statue at

the National Arts Centre?

4. What does this statue tell you about Oscar Peterson’s importance in Canadian history?

5. If you had a statue of you doing your favourite thing, what would it look like?

6. How does this statue of Oscar Peterson help people learn more about him and celebrate his music?

Name: Date:

Image: Skeezix1000, CC BY-SA 4.0 <https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0>, via Wikimedia CommonsCommons
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Oscar Peterson - Musician

Did you know that Oscar Peterson is considered one of THE greatest jazz musicians of all time? His fingers just
flew over the keyboard as he played his swinging music. He was born in Montreal, Quebec on August 15, 1925.
He started out playing both the frumpet and the piano when he was very young. Sadly he caught tuberculosis
when he was seven. TB, as it is known, is a disease that affects the lungs. After that he

had to stick to the piano. People loved his music because it was exciting and full of
energy. Oscar Peterson won many awards for his incredible talent.

(R[A” a rod puppet with enough details that the
viewer will know who it is meant to be just by looking at it.
Learn more about Oscar Peterson and use the puppet to
tell about a significant event in his life.

Interview With Oscar Peterson - CBC

Oscar Peterson and Montreal’s Little Burgundy
Heritage Moment: Oscar Peterson ‘ 4

PR[S [ NI your puppet to a small group of your peers. Work the puppet as you introduce it and
then tell the story. When you are finished explain how the details you added are meant to help

identify the character. Share how you decided on the part of Peterson’s story you wanted to fell.
Explain what you like best about your work.

R[SPO ND to your classmate’s puppet and story. Describe the details in the puppet that you
think are especially well done and explain why. Talk about the craftsmanship demonstrated by
careful modelling and overall construction of the puppet. Ask questions to clarify the information
described in the story. Share any suggestions you may have.

[0 N N [C[ how Oscar Peterson’s experiences with racism fueled his commitment to social
justice. What experiences have you had that caused you to want to get people to change the
way they treat each other? He used his music to bring people together and promote equality.
What have you done, or might you try to do?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7cdXEhR9dd4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nDeEHYDan9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=61dWklk5Luk

Oscar Peterson - Puppet

You will need:

e Crayola Model Magic

e Crayola Washable No-Run Glue
e Crayola Scissors

e Paint Stir Sticks

o b LN

o N~

Googly Eyes

Pipe Cleaners

Bamboo Skewers - 30.5 cm (12”) long
Felt Pieces - 22.9 cm x 30.5 cm (9" x 127)

. Mix Model Magic colours together to get the colour you

want for the head of your puppet. For example, to make
brown mix red, yellow & blue.

. Mix an amount about the size of a tennis balll.

. Place some of the Model Magic aside.

. Roll the rest into a ball and hold it in the palm of your hand.
. Place the paint stir stick on top of it.

. Make sure the stick covers the whole ball.

. Wrap the Model Magic around the stick.
. Form the head.
. Add enough details to give the puppet a personality.

- Stick pieces of Model Magic to the head for things like
ears and hair.

- Press things like buttons and googly eyes into the
Model Magic to make them stick.

Choose a piece of felt for the body of the puppet.

. Fold it in half, short end to short end.

. Place the body pattern on top of the felt.

. Make sure the top of the pattern is along the fold.

. Cutit out.

. Remember to cut out the small opening at the top of the

body.
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Oscar Peterson

b ON -

- Puppet

. Choose two pipe cleaners to use for the arms.
. Make an "X’ with the two ends.
. Twist them together to make one long pipe cleaner.

. Wrap the long pipe cleaner around the paint stir stick just

below the chin.

. Pull it tight.
. Make sure the arms are the same length on both sides of

the puppet.

. Slip the body onto the stick FROM THE BOTTOM.

. DO NOT try to put it over the head.

. Fold the arms down along the stick.

. Gently insert the stick and arms into the opening at the

top of the bodly.

. Pull the felt body up the stick making sure the arms are

inside.

. Once the body is in place, pull the pipe cleaners up and

out to form the arms.

. Tie a ribbon or pipe cleaner around the middle to form the

waist.
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Oscar Peterson - Puppet
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. Set the puppet aside.
. To make the hands, roll 2 small balls of Model Magic the

same size.

. Gently flatten the balls and use scissors to make 4 cuts for

fingers along one edge.

. Stick the skewer into the hand.
. Make sure it goes in as far as possible.
. Gently pinch the bottom of the hand to secure it to the

stick.

. Round the fingers and add details.

. Attach the end of the pipe cleaner to the skewer close to

the bottom of the hand.

. Put a small amount of glue around the edge of the pipe

cleaner.

. Repeat for the other hand.

. Allow the puppet to dry for 2 days.
. When it is dry use your puppet to tell a story.
. Move the hands by holding the stick and one skewer in

one hand, and holding the opposite skewer in your other
hand.
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1. Fold the felt
in half — short
end to short
end.

Fold ¥
Fold—
/ \

2. Pinthe

pattern o the
felt.

3. Cut out the
triangles at the
sides and the
small
rectangle at
the top.

ROD PUPPET BODY PATTERN
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Viola Desmond - Activist

Viola Desmond was a Black businesswoman, teacher, and activist from
Halifax, Nova Scotia. She is remembered as a pioneer in the fight for civil

rights in Canada because she stood up against racial segregation.

In 1946, Viola was traveling for work in New Glasgow, Nova Scotia. She ran

a beauty school and a cosmetics business, and her car broke down during

her trip. While waiting for her car to be repaired, she decided to go to the

Roseland Theatre to watch a movie. Viola bought a ticket and sat on the

r main floor, where seating was more comfortable. However, the theater had
\ an unwritten rule that Black people were only allowed to sit in the balcony,

which had less desirable seats. (An unwritten rule is one that is enforced but not official.)

When a theater employee told her she couldn’t sit on the main floor, she refused to move because she believed
it was unfair. The police were called, and Viola was arrested and taken to jail overnight. She was charged with
not paying the one-cent difference in tax between the main floor and balcony seats, even though she had tried

to pay it. Viola was fined $20, which would be about $330 today, and she was humiliated.

Viola decided to challenge the fine in court. She and her lawyers argued that the theater’s rules were
discriminatory. Unfortunately, the courts ruled against her, but her actions brought attention to the injustice of

racial segregation in Canada. She showed the power of standing up for what is right, even when it's difficult.

Viola Desmond’s family fought for her name to be cleared even after her death. Finally, in 2010, more than 60
years after her arrest, Viola was granted a posthumous pardon, and the Nova Scotia government formally
apologized for the injustice she faced. In 2018 Viola Desmond became the first Canadian woman to appear
alone on a regularly circulating banknote. See her face on the Canadian 10 dollar banknote! Her story
reminds us that even small actions can lead to big changes. Viola Desmond is a symbol of courage and hope,

showing us all how to stand strong in the face of injustice.

Image: Winnipeg Free Press, Public domain, via Wikimedia Commons
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https://www.bankofcanada.ca/banknotes/bank-note-series/vertical-series/vertical10/?page_moved=1

Viola Desmond - Activist

Fill in the missing information.

1. Viola Desmond was a

2. She sometimes travelled for

3. While travelling in New Glasgow

4. She decided to go see a

5. She was tired and wanted to sit

6. Seats on the main floor were more

7. An unwritten rule is one that is enforced but not

8. Viola was sent to jail because

9. Viola Desmond is the first Canadian woman

10. She is a symbol of
sherefusedtomove i courage ii  business i movie
comfortable her car broke down official
black business woman and activist on the main floor

------------------------------------------------------------
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Viola Desmond in the News

In 1946, there was no internet. Newspapers played a crucial role in the lives of Canadian families. After World
War ll, Canada was undergoing significant social, economic, and political changes. Newspapers were a key
source of news about these developments. Local newspapers reported on events in their town or city, fostering
a sense of belonging and awareness of what was going on around them.

Read the articles on the front page of THE CLARION and answer the following questions.

1. Who is the target audience for this newspaper?

2. What do you see that makes you say that?

3. What does the article about Viola Desmond want you to think about?

4. What meanings are obvious and what are implied?

5. What does this newspaper tell you about the changing political scene?
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Viola Desmond - Activist

Did you know that Viola Desmond is the first Canadian woman to be shown on a Canadian banknote? She
was so brave back in 1946. She refused to back down when told she was not allowed to sit in a section of a
movie theatre. She could afford to pay for the ticket, but they would not sell her one. She knew it was not fair to
be treated that way. She knew it was because of the colour of her skin! So she sat there anyway. She was
dragged away to jail. After that she spent her life fighting racism. In 2010 she was pardoned. In 2016 her picture

was shown on the 10 dollar bill.

ER[A” a graphic story about Viola Desmond.

Learn about Viola Desmond at the following links:
Viola Desmond - Government of Canada
Viola Desmond - Heritage Moment

Viola Desmond - Bank of Canada

Focus on the events of November 8, 1946.

PR[S [ NI your graphic story fo a small group of your peers. Read the story aloud with the
appropriate expression to show how the characters are feeling. Explain how the graphics are
meant to guide the interpretation of the text. Share how you decided on the visual elements for
the story, for example your use of colour and line; details in the background and setting; drawing
style; sizes and shapes of the panels; and speech bubbles. Explain what you like best about your work.

R[S POND to your classmate’s graphic story. Describe the details that you think are especially
well done and explain why. Talk about the craftsmanship demonstrated by careful measuring
and attention to detail. Compare what you learned about Viola Desmond and how the graphic
story gets that information across. Share any suggestions you may have.

(0 N N [ET the way Viola Desmond reacted with an experience you have had when you were
denied something in a way that felt unfair. How did you react? How was your reaction similar to
Desmond’s? How was it different? How did the reason for being denied affect your reaction?
What were the consequences of your actions? What did you learn from the experience?
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https://www.canada.ca/en/women-gender-equality/commemorations-celebrations/women-impact/human-rights/viola-desmond.html
https://www.historicacanada.ca/productions/minutes/viola-desmond?gad_source=1&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIttS-4pD0hQMVGlxHAR2syQnEEAAYASAAEgJcmPD_BwE
https://www.bankofcanada.ca/banknotes/vertical10/

Viola Desmond - Graphic Story

Viola Desmond was a Black Canadian woman who was born in Nova Scotia. When she was growing up Black men
and women were expected to have low paying jobs. Viola wanted to have her own business. She worked hard and
by the time she was 32 she had her own beauty salon. She also set up a school where she taught other Black women
how to be hairdressers. And she sold her own brand of beauty products! She felt proud of her accomplishments and
was surprised by her treatment at the movie theatre. After that, she joined the fight against discrimination until finally,
in 1954 the province made it illegal to discriminate against Black people.

You will need:

e Crayola Watercolour Pencils

Crayola Paintbrushes e Water Containers
e Crayola Fine Line Markers - Black * Pencils e Paper Towels
e Crayola Marker & Watercolour Paper * Rulers

229 cmx30.5cm (9" x127)

Erasers

e 1. Read The Story of Viola Desmond and other documents

by to learn more about her.

2. Focus on the events of November 8, 1946.

3. Identify the main characters in the story.

4. List the actions and what the characters might have said
in the order they occurred.

1. Make thumbnail sketches for each scene.
. [‘l'.l.- _ 2. Stick figures are fine for this step.
> ! 3. Decide how many of your thumbnail sketches you want
on one page.
= T
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https://opentextbc.ca/abealfreader4/chapter/the-story-of-viola-desmond/

Viola Desmond - Graphic Story

N

. Draw panels on your pages. They can be any shape,

for example,
- square

- circle

- rectangle

. Leave a space between the panels. This space is called a

gutter.

. Use pencil to draw in each panel.
. Draw important details to help tell the story.
. Think about:

- facial details and expressions
- specific visual details that are essential to the story

. Draw speech bubbles, thought bubbles and narrative

boxes. Leave them blank for now.

. Share your work with a partner to get feedback.

. Make any adjustments to your design.
. Add emanata to show what the character is feeling, e.g.,

@%%#$ to indicate anger; ? to indicate confusion; sweat
beads to indicate anxiety

. Add motion lines.
. Use watercolour pencil techniques to colour each panel.
. Add the words in pencil. Remember to check spelling,

print neatly and adjust the size of the speech bubble if
necessary.

Use a black, fine line marker to outline everything.

. Add any other details or more colour to complete the

page.

. Gently erase the pencil lines.
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Elements of Art Booklet

Trim the paper along the lines at the outer edges. This will ensure the pages of the booklet line up properly.

1. Fold the paper in half and in half again, short
end to short end. Open it up and fold it in half
long end to long end. Open the paper.

There should be 8 boxes.

| :EI j FEI
Tl J sk
i {4
& T 15w 18
(1 j & Ll
- |=r;.;.;..,i f I';”:, ' 4. Fold the paper in half long end to long end.
Fold Hold the edges of the paper and push towards
the centre until you see a box formed. Keep
3. Hold the edges. Cut from the FOLD side along pushing unfil all the pages fine up.

the horizontal crease. Stop at the infersection of
the vertical crease. Open the paper.

5. Flatten the paper. 6. Fold it in half fo create the booklet. Design

a cover for your booklet.
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